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Vaccination requirements in kennels

The Pet Welfare Alliance has previously contacted all licensing authorities and kennels regarding vaccination requirements. 

Licensing authorities such as yourselves play a crucial role, not only in providing vaccination requirements for their licensees, but also in their interpretation and practical application. Therefore we are asking that you play your part in providing kennels with clear and supportive guidance with updated vaccination requirements.

Under the Animal Welfare Act, no procedure should occur where harm may be caused. 

This year, the Chartered Institute of Environmental Health (CIEH) has issued new Model Licence Conditions (MLCs), and DEFRA has now published the summary outcome of its consultation on kennel licensing in England that will form part of secondary legislation under the Animal Welfare Act .

The MLCs fell short on providing any useful guidance within their publication despite communication from the Pet Welfare Alliance during the process, explaining the problems that its omission would cause. Their refusal to include guidance is not only disappointing but will result in the harmful use of vaccines that are unnecessary and provide no further benefit.

Therefore we felt it necessary to write to all licensing authorities and kennels to provide clarification. This information is relevant regardless of whether you currently follow CIEH MLCs or not, or even if those MLCs become mandatory or advisory in law in due course. However, the following provides specific guidance in relation to the CIEH 2016 MLCs. They are not contrary to the MLCs.

Please note that the MLCs were formed in consultation with (amongst others) the British Small Animal Veterinary Association, British Veterinary Association, Dogs Trust, Pet Industry Federation (formerly Pet Care Trust), RSPCA, and the Kennel Club.
Section E5.1

If vaccination is contraindicated as per veterinary advice, then admittance can still be allowed without demanding vaccination if veterinary advice supports this.

Section E5.2

Current vaccination for the core viral diseases (parvovirus, distemper, hepatitis /adenovirus) should be no more often than every three years. 

Leptospirosis: official documents state quite clearly that leptospirosis is rare in the UK, and since the vaccine is specifically mentioned by world experts as one that carries highest risk, it is arguable that the vaccine represents more of a risk than the disease itself.  The vaccine should only be used where there is a real and significant risk. Claims that Leptospirosis is endemic in the UK have no validity or evidence to substantiate that claim. There are safety issues with the vaccine (also highlighted at EU level). If relevant, pet owners should provide veterinary advice (as per E5.1 above) that administration of the Leptospirosis vaccine is contraindicated.

Titer testing is now accepted as valid proof that vaccination is not required against the core viral diseases (parvovirus, distemper, hepatitis /adenovirus). This should be fully encouraged to avoid unnecessary vaccination that will not provide any benefit. In line with current vaccination this should be ‘no more often than every three years'.

Section E6.11

In relation to unknown vaccine status and the use of isolation facilities, titer testing is a useful tool. The VacciCheck titer test can be used to get results in around 25 minutes, and on site (ie. the test is performed there and then and the blood sample does not have to be sent away for analysis).
Annex G:  Disease, Vaccination and Disinfection

Vaccination is NOT a requirement prior to boarding as per E5.1 and E5.2 above. Rather, evidence of immunity is a requirement, which is where titer testing has also been given as an option. 

Recorded cases of Leptospirosis being spread from animal to human is minimal and in those few cases refers to farm workers.

The Leptospirosis vaccine not only has safety issues; no evidence exists of its need as part of a mass vaccination protocol; and it also may not work! 
Vaccination against Kennel Cough is not mandatory. The kennel cough vaccine itself may cause whooping cough like symptoms in susceptible humans and in fact is far more relevant as a risk to humans than the potential transmission of Leptospirosis.

We would ask that you will be proactive in providing support and guidance as above to your licensees. 

Yours Sincerely,
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Catherine O’Driscoll
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